
 1 

Krishna Floods – 2009 
Ham volunteers provide emergency communication  

By Ms. S. Yamini, VU2YAM 
 

The raging waters of River Krishna inundated over 8000 Sq.mtrs of land including 
two major towns and hundreds of villages in the districts of Kurnool, 

Mahaboobnagar, Guntur, Nalgonda and Krishna. 

 

The unprecedented 
rainfall recorded in the 

catchment areas of river 
Krishna on October 2, 

2009 rushed into the all 
the dams and water 

bodies filling them 
beyond the maximum 
possible floods levels. 

Flood gates at all the 
dams/barrages were 

opened to maximum 
level for water to reach 

the  sea, enroute the water inundated low laying areas, beaching several earth 
bunds causing flood waters to enter villages leaving millions of people homeless. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

               People who made National High Way as their temporary shelters 

Houses completely under water in Edurumondi 
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NIAR HQ activated its station and remained in 

complete readiness to mobilise 5 amateur radio 
emergency communication stations and 

volunteers. The Ham volunteers across the state 
were also alerted. In response to the alert 

message, over 15 hams and volunteers including 
OM Mohan, VU2MYH, YL Bhanu, VU2BL, YL Lissy, 

VU3LMS were on standby at NIAR HQ, 
monitoring the situation, collecting reports from 

other NGO agencies working in the flood affected 
area. 

 
The Government of Andhra Pradesh was also 

informed about our preparedness and willingness to 
provide instant communications from any remote 

location as may be required by them.  
 
However, learning through the print and electronic 

media on the seriousness of impending disaster and 
need for communications in the low lying areas of 

Krishna district, Ham team led by Ms. S. Yamini, 
VU2YAM along with other members Mr. Jose Jacob, VU2JOS, Mr. Meeravali, Mr. 

A.Chakravarthy were immediately rushed to Avanigadda before the rail/road 
communication between Hyderabad and Vijayawada was temporarily cut off.   

 
 

  
 

On the 6th October, 2009, the amateur radio station was set up at Government 
Degree College to assist Disaster Management agencies conducting relief activity in 

the region. Ham volunteers specially, Ms. S. Yamini, VU2YAM being a YL operator, 
courageously  visited many remote villages inundated by flood waters near 
Nagayalanka, Edurumondi, Krishna Puram, Repalle, Jinka Palem and other 

surrounding areas with mobile VHF communication facility to support their 
communication needs where even dead bodies were found. 

 
 

 
The team organized an awareness program at 

Government Degree College to the students of NCC 
and local people.  The awareness program was 

published in the print media like Eenadu and Andhra 
Jyothi Daily News Papers. 

 
Mr. Suri, VU2MY, Chairman, NIAR later visited the 

flood hit areas and interacted with Ham volunteers 
providing communications in Avanigadda. 

 

YL Yamini, VU2YAM and OM 

Meeravali, SWL 

OM Jose, VU2JOS, VU2YAM, OM 
Arno, SWL with NCC students 

OM Suri, VU2MY, Chairman, NIAR 

YL Yamini, VU2YAM from a free medical camp organized by an NGO at the rehabilitation centre  
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NIAR and ham volunteers received immense support from members of print and 
electronic media particularly Mr. Pulendra from I-News and his team in mobilizing 

our teams to severely flood effected locations as there were restrictions on the 
movement of people to in accessible areas.  

 
The teams returned to Hyderabad on 10th October soon after the flood waters 

receded to below danger levels and normal telecommunications were operational.  
 

 
Many NGO’s, and other voluntary 

organizations helped the people by 
providing food, medical support etc., Mr. 

Venkanna, SWL from tenali visited ham 
station in Avanigadda.  

 
We thank all the Ham volunteers, the 

Government of Andhra Pradesh and 
members of Print and Electronic media 
for their support to our activity.    

 
 

  

Media Reports on Flood relief operations by NIAR 
 
 
 

YL Yamini, VU2YAM with OM Pulendra, I-News 
Reporter 
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Article published Telugu Daily News Paper “Eenadu” on 9th October 2009. 

 

Article published Telugu Daily News Paper “Andhra Jyothi” on 7th October 2009. 
 
 


